
 
 
 
Ms. Erin Riley School #: 281-245-2243 ext. 6319 
Room B111 Conference: 3rd period 
eriley@alvinisd.net (9:12-9:59 A.M.)

 
Welcome Class of 2024! 

 
Pre-AP Course Description:  Through a study of writing, language, and literary analysis, students will become 
readers who think critically and writers that are creative risk takers. The expectation is that students will 
produce professional products and generate innovative ideas. The student’s commitment to this class is a 
personal one, based on time constraints, individual skills, expectations and goals. The motivated student will 
succeed with a great deal of self-discipline and independent learning.  
 
 
Summer Reading: The summer reading assignment is due Wednesday, August 28. two weeks is sufficient for 
completing the reading and related assignment in light of most circumstances: new to district, transferring to 
PAP, procrastination, or whatever the reason; all students can start the year aligned. The assignment can be 
found on the district, the campus, and the class websites. My tutorial times are posted, if needed.  
 
 
Materials  
Composition notebook 
Pen or pencil  
A book for individual reading  

 
Course Expectations: 

1. Show respect for yourself, your classmates, and your teacher. This includes their opinions and their 
writing. 

2. Use class time appropriately.* 
3. Follow all campus rules and expectations. 
4. Work hard. 
5. Learn every day  

 
*Phones are not allowed during instructional time. If it is seen or heard, the phone will be taken and turned into 
the office. A charging station will be provided, but the teacher is not responsible for the phone.  
 
Students may conference with the teacher at the end of class or during tutorial times about any behavior 
questions. Behavior and/or consequences will not be discussed during class. 
 
Grading: 
 
Major- 30% 
Daily- 70% 
Quizzes will be counted as daily grades, weighted twice. 
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Literary Exploration Book Study: Beginning in the first semester and continuing into the second semester 
students will be introduced to the foundations of literary analysis that will be utilized throughout their studies as 
APA/AP students. Each student will read a book of their choice (a suggested list will be given to them) and 
analyze characterization, tone, or theme through the use of rhetorical devices, style, and craft to better 
understand a piece of literary writing. Students will be provided with 2-3 guided pre-writing exercises to help 
shape their analysis and they will participate in several book discussions to share ideas and glean different 
perspectives from their classmates. Further information will be given at a later date. 
 
Tardies: Any student not in class ready to work when the bell rings, will be counted tardy. “Ready to work” is 
defined as students in their desks with supplies ready. Students running or jumping into the room as the bell 
rings ARE tardy. 
 
Late Work  
Late work in APA courses will receive a penalty (-15 pts./1 day late & -30 pts. /2 days late). For the purposes of 
this course, late is defined as any time after I have asked for the work or past the “due-by” time posted on 
Google Classroom. For face-to-face classes, work turned in at the end of class, after it has been called for, 
during a later class period, or after school will be considered late. Technical issues are not an exception to this 
rule, though documented emergencies/circumstances will be reviewed. If you feel like you can’t get something 
done on time, come talk to me before it is due, I’m always happy to work with you to ensure your success. 
 
 
Make-Up Work:  If you are absent when an assignment is assigned, you will receive the number of days missed 
to complete work. Students are responsible for getting their missing work from the absent folders. If you are 
absent on the due date of a standing assignment (meaning you were here when instructions and due date were 
given before your absence), the work is due immediately upon your return. If you are absent for a test or quiz, 
you are responsible for scheduling the make-up test, which will be different than the original.  
 
Tutorials: Tuesdays (virtual and F2F) and Wednesdays 3:05-3:50 or by appointment. Students must not arrive 
late for tutorials or they may find I have left the classroom to take care of other business. 
 
 
 

Alvin Independent School District 
Academic Integrity Guidelines 

 
Academic misconduct can be defined to include but not limited to, giving or receiving of unauthorized aid on 
examinations or in the preparing of notebooks, themes, reports or other assignments, knowingly misrepresenting 
the source of any academic work; unauthorized changing of grades; unauthorized use of school approvals or 
forging of signatures, plagiarizing of another’s work, or otherwise acting dishonestly in the classroom. 
 
Academic misconduct of any kind is unacceptable and will result in disciplinary consequences.  The assignment 
will receive a zero and the parent will be notified at that time.  Examples of Academic misconduct are: cheating, 
fabrication or falsification, plagiarism, facilitating academic misconduct, and tampering with materials, grades, 
or records.Repeated offenses may jeopardize the student’s ability to successfully complete the course. 
 


